
     

St. Luke’s Shelter

On course, despite a year of change
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Offering transitional 
shelter and life-
reclaiming support to 
people experiencing 
homelessness
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2010 ANNUAL REPORT

3655 Calvert Street NW

Washington, DC 20007

Tel: 202.337.4275

Fax: 202.333.4899

Email: info@stlukesshelter.org

Like so many others, St. Luke’s Shelter 
had to make do with less in 2010, but we 
never stopped doing what we do best: 
providing life-changing support to formerly 
homeless men. Our six-month transitional 
program served 15 men during the year, 
and we’re always glad to hear from former 
residents such as Arthur Williams (read his 
story, “One lucky break,” next page). At 
the same time, St. Luke’s housed up to 35 
men a night on below-freezing nights in a 
separate emergency hypothermia shelter 
open from November through April.
And while 2010 was busy, we’re hop-

ing that 2011 will be even better, as we 
celebrate the Shelter’s 20th anniversary. 
Thanks to a steadfast group of volunteers 
and activists, the Shelter continues to 
serve as a model program in this city and 
beyond, and we owe it to your generosity 
and support.
Last year, the administrative staff of 

Friendship Place, one of the Shelter’s refer-
ral partners, began renting office space at 
St. Luke’s. The Friendship Place employees 
occupy the former church offices on the 
main floor of the building. Also, as part of 
the St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 
merger with Metropolitan Memorial UMC, 
a new 501(c)(3) organization—the St. 
Luke’s Mission Center—was established 
as an umbrella for all the service pro-
grams operating at St. Luke’s, including the 
Shelter, a hospitality center called Shalom 
Place, and the commercial kitchen in the 
building’s basement.
The Mission Center planning committee, 

led by Rev. Kate Murphey and Ann Michel 
of MMUMC, is establishing a board to 
oversee the Mission Center. This board will 
include representatives from the Shelter, 
the church, and the greater community. 
It will help set policy for and monitor the 
programs of the Shelter, Shalom Place, and 
an upcoming food program utilizing the 
commercial kitchen. Individuals interested 
in expanding their volunteer roles or shift-
ing to a new role can contact Derek Willis 
at 202-904-1168 or dwillis@gmail.com.



The following are summary financial figures for 2010:

Income       Expenses 
Foundations/Grants   $       8,600    Program    $   66,503 
Individual Contributions   $     26,554    General Administrative   $     3,152 
Business/Organizations   $       4,325    Fundraising/Outreach              $     1,246 
Campaign Income (a)    $       3,300    Miscellaneous                $        782 
Government    $       4,570   Total                 $ 71,683
Other (b)    $     36,934    
Total                $   84,283  
  
(a) Campaign income included contributions made through Combined Federal Campaign and the Sing Out for Shelter 
fundraiser.
(b) Other income includes proceeds for operating the hypothermia shelter, from the Charm Aid fundraiser, and from 
direct and in-kind support from Metropolitan Memorial UMC.

Financial information

Arthur Williams hadn’t been out of prison 
long when a stranger approached him on the 
street and said, “Hey man, you look like you 
don’t have a place to live.”

The stranger had been staying at the hypothermia 
shelter in the basement of St. Luke’s UMC, and told 
Williams that he had heard good things about the 
transitional shelter in the building. 
Williams went over to the Shelter that day in late 

2008, but it was a Sunday afternoon and he found 
no one there. So he called the next day to speak 
to Shelter counselor Saeed Woodall, and with the 
assistance of caseworkers at Friendship Place, he was 
accepted into the transitional program.
Not everything had come as easily for the 47-year-

old Williams, who started abusing drugs at an early 
age. He spent 17 years in jail in Virginia for crimes 
he committed as an adult. After his release, he was 
enrolled in a transitional program that gave him a place 
to stay while he looked for a job, but his time there 
ended before he found work. Williams stayed with 
a friend for a while, but that arrangement eventually 
became uncomfortable for both of them, and Williams 
moved onto the streets.
At St. Luke’s, Williams found an environment that 

helped him reach his short-term goals of finding a job 
and his own place to live. “I’m so serious now,” he said. 
“It’s nothing or no one who can stop me from what I 
need to do.”
During his stay, Williams completed the Shelter’s 

Out of Poverty program (he keeps the certificate of 
completion hanging in his apartment) and tried to make 
sure that the Shelter felt like a home for all residents. 

“If we’re in the Shelter and we don’t feel like we should 
help one another, then we don’t need to be there,” 
he said. “It doesn’t matter what walk of life you come 
from, if you’re in that program, there’s a reason. And 
you need to build a bond to help each other.”
Williams’s job search was successful, too—he applied 

for two jobs and got both of them, working evenings 
as a home care aide and at a housekeeping job during 
the day. “[Shelter counselor Joe] Boddie asked, ‘Are 
you sure you can handle that?’” he said. “But anything 

is better than jail and being on the streets. I was always 
on time to be home and eat with the ‘family,’” he 
added, referring to Shelter counselors and his fellow 
residents.
Said counselor Boddie, “Arthur was very focused 

when he was at St. Luke’s. He did very well.”
Williams now has an apartment near the Soldiers 

and Sailors Home in Northwest Washington, and he’s 
saving money for a truck—“I’m into moving work,” 
he explained. He visits his mother and other family 
members who live in the area, and he keeps in contact 
with the Shelter staff, whom he credits with setting him 
on a path toward success. “If you’re serious, St. Luke’s 
transition program will allow you to do what you need 
to do,” he said.                                      —Derek Willis

One lucky break—and a lot of hard work

“I’m so serious now,” says 
Williams. “No one can stop me 

from what I need to do.”
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... to our partners at Metropolitan House, through 
whose generosity St. Luke’s will receive $2,520 from 
the annual Sing Out for Shelter concert held at 
Metropolitan Memorial UMC in February.

... to volunteers who provided hot chocolate, gift 
cards, and other holiday gifts to Shelter residents in 
December.

... to supporters who are replacing the linens at the 
Shelter.

... to volunteers from American University who 
helped clean the bathrooms and computer room in 
January.

... to Dona Collary and Rafael Reyes of MMUMC 
for their work to maintain the building that houses St. 
Luke’s Shelter.

Residential Supervisor:   Saeed Woodall
Shelter Counselor:  Joseph Boddie
Shelter Counselor:  Larry Roberson
On-Call Counselor:  Annette Smith

A word of thanks...

Sarah Campbell
Tyler Gordon
Margaret Guroff
Barbara Halpern
Merilee Janssen
Susan Lepper

Ann Michel
Rev. Kate Murphey
Dick Schleicher
John Snedden
Gavin Young
Derek Willis

Community Advisory Council

St. Luke’s Shelter staff 

Connect with St. Luke’s!
The Shelter’s website, stlukesshelter.org, has been com-
pletely redesigned. It now features photographs shot pro 
bono by Alison Hathaway of Red Shoes Photography 
(redshoesphotography.com), who also contributed the 
photographs in this report. Please visit and let us know 
what you think!
Also, St. Luke’s Shelter is on Facebook! If you’re on 

Facebook, please “Like” our page at http://www.face-
book.com/pages/St-Lukes-Shelter/123025904380236.

RISE AND SHINE: Volunteer Ann Beckwith 
helps prepare a Saturday-morning 
breakfast to enjoy with Shelter residents.

A new backup staffer
Please welcome Annette Smith, who is the Shelter’s new 
on-call counselor. Annette was hired in early 2011 to 
provide fill-in support when counselors cannot work. 
Annette has provided enthusiasm and organization to 
the Shelter.
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2010 Donors
The following individuals and organizations contributed to the success of St. Luke’s Shelter in 2010. We sincerely 
appreciate your gifts and support for the Shelter’s program.

Simon & Rose Aronin
Gretchen W. Asmuth
Andrea P. Baridon
George W. & Noelle B. Beatty
Delsie M. Bolton
Cynthia Bosnian
Alice Cardozo
Roberta S. Carr
Ann Casso
M.A. Cummings
Edward & Ann Cowan
Nancy Cox
Richard S Dodd
Robert & Joyce Doronsin
Edgar & Charlotte Edelsack
Theodore’s
Frances Francis
Andrew Gunn

Arlyn & Richard Halpern
Phyllis Halpern
Nichole Hamon
C.C. & E.T. Hart
Sophia Henry
Philomena Jurey
Louis & Ruth Kahn
Patricia Kraniotis
June Kress
John Macbeth
Bill & Leila Maksymiec
Virginia M. Marra
Harwood & Suzanne Martin
Roy & LeAnn Matthews
Elizabeth Miles & Carlton Fletcher
James & Minna Nathanson
Nancy Nims
Jacqueline Nowell

James & Mia Perna
Catherine Porter
James & Elisabeth Pyle
Carol & Randall Rieland
Bill & Erma Riley Family Foundation
R.E. Robertson
Robert Robinson Jr.
Susan Sayre
Robert Shaw
Lester Edmond Shom
Mary Sivak
Paul & Rose-Helene Spreiregen
Robert Stowers
Alton & Mary Templeton
George & Louisa Watson
John Wiecking
Earl Williams Jr.
Margaret Rupli Woodward

Peter & Susan Bachrach
Robert & Rita Barnett
Patricia & Ronald Bitondo
Nathalie Black
Bruce Blanchard
Peter Blau
Donald Boardman
Ben & Sue Boley
John Parachini & Hadley Boyd
Pierce & Helene Bullen
Lee & Winthrop Carty
Jerome & Merry Cavanaugh
Community Musicworks
Karen Cox
George & Alice Denney
Rosalyn Doggett
Anthony & Eileen Essaye
Eric Halperin & Susannah Fox
Amiel & Helen Francke
Nicholas & Sara Friendly
George Gilber & Alberta Mikulka

Laurel Glassman
Michael & Jinny Goldstein
Judith Green
Margaret Guroff
Sam & Barbara Halpern
James Halpern
Michael & Lisabeth Heese
Andrea Herrick
Noel & Christian Holmes
Blair Jones
Blair & Margaret Jones
Edward Kielty
Carolyn Kingsley & Robert Emmons
Robert Emmons & Carolyn Kingsley
Dorothy Kirby
Susan Lepper
Jack & Marion Lipson
Robert & Jane Loeffler
B. M. Malloy
Margaret Markham
Monarch Construction

David Myers
Thomas Neale
C. Andrew Ramstetter
Jack T. Reidhill
Mary Restifo
Margaret Schauer
Gloria Scott
Leslie Sewell & James Jaffe
Anne Shultz
John Snedden
Peter & Carol Spalding
Donald & Dorothea Stover
Terese Tansey
Linda Veblen
Iza Warner
Whole Foods
Penelope Wolff
Leslye E. Wooley

James Bethard Jr.
CFC National Capital Area
Church of the Annuniciation
Richard & Linda Copeland
Jessie Harris

David Oldfield & Merilee Janssen
Clinton Riley & Jennifer Tanner
Ellen Seidman
Frank Curtis & Melissa Skolfield
St. Vincent De Paul Society

Helen Vournas
Lloyd Leonard & Elizabeth Wiener
Derek Willis

< $100

$100-$499

> $1,000

$500-$1,000

Anonymous (multiple donors)
Chevy Chase United Methodist Church
D.C. Emergency Food and Shelter Program

Global Impact
Good Guys Club
Metropolitan Memorial UMC

Philip Graham Fund
WSA of St. Alban’s Parish

All material copyright 2011, St. Luke’s Shelter


